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SUBJECT: NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTOR CONVERSION, THAILAND 

1. USDOC MEPD HAS BEEN ADVISED BY MR. ROBERT CHESWORTH, 
MARKETING MANAGER, TRIGA REACTOR, GENERAL ATOMIC COMPANY, 
SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA TODAY MARCH 4 THAT SALES OPPORTUNITY 
HE HAS BEEN PURSUING MAY BE IN JEOPARDY. EMBASSY 
ASSISTANCE IS REQUESTED. 

2. GENERAL ATOMIC (GA), THE ONLY REMAINING U.S. 

MANUFACTURER OF NUCLEAR RESEARCH REACTOR HAS BEEN WORKING 
WITH THE THAI OFFICE OE ATOMIC ENERGY FOR PEACE TO 
UPGRADE THE THAI RESEARCH RE;CTOR, ORIGINALLY SUPPLIED 

BY CURTIS-WRIGHT. GA FEELS IT HAS CONVINCED THE THAI 
OFEICE TO CONVERT ITS EXISTING REACTOR CORE WITH AN 
IMPROVED GA TRIGA REACTOR CORE. BECAUSE OF RTG PROCUREMENT 

POLICIES, BIDS WERE PUBLICLY CALLED ON JANUARY 27 WITH 
CLOSLG DATE OF FEBRUARY 27. GA BANGKOK REPRESENTATIVE, 

MR. SARIS DIGUNA KITIYAKARA (SHELL COMPANY, THAILAND LTD., 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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TEL: 518-291) HAS ADVISED THAT GA WAS THE ONLY BIDDER. 
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3. TODAY, GA S REP TELEXED SAN DIEGO THAT HE HAS HEARD 
EROM THE THAI OEEICE OE ATOMIC ENERGY EOR PEACE THAT THE 

U.S. EMBASSY BANGKOK HAS REQUESTED THE OEEICE TO EXTEND 
THE BID DEADLINE BY 30 DAYS. WASHINGTO; HAS NO KNOWLEDGE 
WHY IT IS TO U.S. ADVANTAGE TO ASK EOR BID EXTENSIOH 
AND WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S COMMENTS. ALSO WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY COORDINATION WITH GA BANGKOK REP TO 
DETERMINE NEXT APPROPRIATE ACTION EOR GA. KISSINGER 



UNCLASSIEIED 



NNN 
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